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connecting Spain with the rest of the world realized this, for they
built the two trunk lines from Paris to Madrid and from Paris to
Barcelona along the shores of the Atlantic and the Mediter-
ranean. Whereas the Alps have half a dozen railway lines passing
over them or under them, the Pyrenees, between Iran in the west
and Figueras in the east, were not pierced by a single tunnel
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until 19283 when the first of two tunnels was completed. After
all, one can't very easily dig a tunnel sixty miles long. Neither can
one send trains across a track with an inclination of forty degrees.
There is one fairly easy pass in the west, the famous pass of
Roncesvalles, where Roland, Charlemagne's famous Paladin, died
loyally .serving his master's interests until the moment he suc-
cumbed under the last of the Saracens' attacks. Seven hundred
years later, another army composed of Frenchmen used this pass
as an entrance gate into Spain. They got across the pass itself but
were stopped before Pamplona, the city that dominates the road
on the soiithern side. During the siege, one of the Spanish soldiers,